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Humour, Play and the Canadian Art Song 

Presented as part of “Humour ; Play and Games ” organized in conjunction 
with the Jackman Humanities Institute and co-sponsored by the 
Faculty of Music Institute for Canadian Music and JHI’s Program for the Arts. 


From the song collection 
Bobby Hull 

One N short of a Wing 
Galina Vishnevskaya 
Nursery Rhyme 


Perruqueries 


Mary Lou Fallis, soprano 
Geoffrey Sirett, baritone 
Steven Philcox, piano 


Jocelyn Morlock 

Text by Bill Richardson 


Ode to a Star (Homage to Canada) R. Davidson St. John O’Becksweg 

*world premiere* 

An Introduction to the Music of Karlheinz Vapny, “The Quiet Genius” 

Songs from Primadonna on a Moose 

Mary Lou Fallis, soprano 
Peter Tiefenbach, piano 


The Long Walk Home 

1. Prologue 

2. Too Good... 

3. ...To Be True 

4. Outta There 

5. Message Received 

6. The Plunger 

7. Nearly Home 

8. The Busker 

9. Epilogue 


Peter Tiefenbach 

Text by James Ostime 


Geoffrey Sirett, baritone 
Peter Tiefenbach, piano 


BIOGRAPHIES 


“Canada’s foremost concert comedienne" 
(The Toronto Star), Toronto born MARY LOU 
FALLIS began her singing training with her 
grandmother and went on to study with 
the divine Maureen Forrester graduating 
with the first ever Masters Degree in 
Performance and Literature from the 
University of Toronto. She is well known to 
thousands of Canadian theatre goers for her 
series of one-woman shows ( Primadonna, 
Primadonna Goes Camping, Primadonna 
Does More with Less, Primadonna on a 
Moose etc) which have toured Canada 
the US and Europe as well as Japan and 
Iceland. She is also well known to millions 
of radio fans for her weekly Primadonna 
Diaries which were a regular feature on CBC 
Radio 2 for many years. 

Mary Lou was nominated for a Dora 
Mavor Moore Award for her Primadonna 
series (based on her own life as a singer) 
as well as winning a Gemini Award for 
producing the BRAVO! TV hit “ Bathroom 
Divas” where amateur opera singers 
from across the country vied for a chance 
to make their debut with a symphony 
orchestra. Her CD’s” Primadonna on a 
Moose” and ‘Fallis & Tiefenbach More or 
Less Live” were both well reviewed . One, is 
a compendium of Canadian Hit Songs of the 
past.: Oh what a Difference Since the Hydro 
came, Take your Girl Out to the Rink, and 
Paddle you Own Canoe: the latter, the best 
of all the Primadonna Shows, live from the 
Glen Gould Studio in Toronto. 

Ms. Fallis, has toured Canada from stem 
to stern but still maintains a private studio 
in Toronto after teaching ten years at The 
University of Western Ontario in London 
Ontario. As well as performing, Ms. Fallis 
is much in demand as an adjudicator and 
clinician across the country. Mary Lou Fallis 
was appointed to the Order of Canada in 
2011 for her sevices to music and her work 
as a performer, teacher and broadcaster. 

Baritone GEOFFREYSIRETT continues 
to impress musicians and audiences in 
debut performances in opera, concert 


and recital repertoire. Operatic highlights 
include lead roles in the Canadian premiere 
of Kevin Puts’ SILENT NIGHT (Opera de 
Montreal), Pergolesi’s LASERVA PADRONA 
(Canadian Opera Company), Dean Burry’s 
THE BROTHERS GRIMM (Canadian Opera 
Company), John Harbison’s THE GREAT 
GATSBY (Aspen Opera Theater Center), Brian 
Current’s AIRLINE ICARUS (Soundstreams 
Canada), and LE NOZZE Dl FIGARO (Aspen 
Opera Theater Center). 

On the concert stage, Geoffrey has 
performed across Canada and the United 
States, including the Victoria Symphony, 
Winnipeg Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, 
Orchestra London, Kingston Symphony, 
Grand Philharmonic, and Chautauqua 
Symphony. He has also been seen in recital 
with composer Ricky Ian Gordon with the 
Van Cliborn Foundation, Stephen Ralls and 
the Aldeburgh Connection, Mikael Eliasen 
and Craig Rutenberg at the Chautauqua 
Institute, and Martin Katz at Walter Hall, 
Toronto. 

Geoffrey’s debut album VAGABOND 
with pianist Stephen Ralls, was released in 
2011. The disc includes Vaughan Williams’ 
Songs of Travel, Butterworth’s Six Songs 
from ‘A Shropshire Lad’, and Britten’s 
Folksong Arrangements, as well as premiere 
recordings of two Canadian compositions by 
Jocelyn Morlock and Ivan Barbotin. Geoffrey 
can also be heard in Current’s AIRLINE 
ICARUS on Naxos. 

Co-producer for the indie opera company 
Bicycle Opera Project, Geoffrey continues 
his advocacy for contemporary Canadian 
music, spending his summers performing all 
Canadian operas across Ontario, travelling 
exclusively by bicycle. 

A native of Regina, Saskatchewan, PETER 
TIEFENBACH studied music in Canada, the 
U.S. and England before settling in Toronto 
in 1986. 

He is a longtime member of the voice 
faculty of the Glenn Gould School of the 
Royal Conservatory, where, in addition 
to coaching singers in the Performance 


Diploma and Artist Diploma programs, he 
serves as music director for the school’s fall 
opera. 

Prior to joining the GGS faculty, Mr. 
Tiefenbach was a broadcaster with CBC 
Radio, where his interview subjects 
included such major musical figures as 
Witold Lutoslwaski, Luciano Berio, Henri 
Dutilleux, Isaac Stern, Birgit Nilsson, 

Krystian Zimerman and Andras Schiff. He 
also presented a number of highly regarded 
specials and series including The Case for 
Anton Bruckner, Who Was Richard Strauss?, 
and Aspects of Mozart. 

He and soprano-comedienne Mary Lou 
Fa 11 is have performed together for nearly 
twenty years, including tours across North 
America, to Japan, England and Iceland. 
They have also collaborated on the creation 
of five new shows. 

A Juno Award-nominated composer, Mr. 
Tiefenbach’s recent commissions include 
works for the Indian River Festival, Debut 
Atlantic, the Orpheus Choir of Toronto, the 
Saskatoon and Mississauga Children’s 
Choirs, the Elora Festival Singers, and the 
Borealis String Quartet. 

His compositions and arrangements 
are featured on recordings by the Canadian 
Brass, Elmer Iseler Singers, Toronto 
Mendelssohn Choir, Elora Festival Singers, 
Jean Stilwell, Isabel Bayrakdarian, Monica 
Whicher & Judy Loman, and Laughton & 
Humphreys. 

Pianist STEVEN PHILCOX is Assistant 
Professor at the University of Toronto where 
he leads the Collaborative Piano Program. 


One of Canada’s finest collaborators, he is 
a frequent partner of Canada’s vocal elite 
and continues to perform in leading concert 
halls across North America. From 1999- 
2010, Mr. Philcox was repetiteur, assistant 
conductor, and orchestral continuo 
player with the Canadian Opera Company 
where he had the privilege of working on 
more than 35 productions. Increasingly 
recognized for his teaching, Mr. Philcox has 
given masterclasses throughout Canada 
and is regularly invited to mentor young 
artists at many of Canada’s prestigious 
summer programs: Opera on the Avalon, 
Toronto Sumer Music, and Vancouver 
International Song Institute (VISI). He has 
also held teaching positions at the Banff 
Center’s Twentieth Century Opera and Song 
Festival, the Chautauqua Summer Institute, 
the Center for Operatic Studies in Italy 
(COSI), and the Highlands Opera Studio in 
Haliburton, Ontario. Mr. Philcox’ most recent 
endeavor is the Canadian Art Song Project 
(CASP) which he co-directs with tenor, 
Lawrence Wiliford. CASP’s mission is to 
foster the development of new song through 
an annual commission and its performance 
as well as providing opportunities for 
Canadian artists to program and advocate 
the wealth of riches in the existing song 
literature. A graduate of the University of 
British Columbia, Mr. Philcox pursued his 
love of vocal literature for two summers 
at the Music Academy of the West, Santa 
Barbara, California. Subsequently, he went 
on to receive his Master of Music Degree in 
Vocal Accompanying from the Manhattan 
School of Music. 
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Thank you for your support! 

The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the individuals, foundations, associations and 
corporations who gave annual gifts of $1,000 or more between September 1,2013 and February 1,2015, 
in support of our students and programs. Thank you forthe part you are playing in advancing 
the cause of music education in Canada. 
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The Alexander Graham and Mabel Bell Story 
A Music-Drama 
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